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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:

Marks must be awarded in line with:

•• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question
•• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the 

question
•• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation 

scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:

Marks must be awarded positively:

•• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

•• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do
•• marks are not deducted for errors
•• marks are not deducted for omissions
•• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when 

these features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the 
question (however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the 
candidate responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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Task Answer Marks

See Task 1 below for examples of graphics.

1 White space and some of the sky removed 1

Remaining image resized and cropped to 1648 × 927 1

Available marks 2

Task Answer Marks

2 Image ratio of video identified as 16:9 1

Video cut at 1 second 1

Two parts saved with appropriate file formats 1

Sound removed from original clip 1

Available marks 4

Task Answer Marks

3 First frame of pipe2 extracted 1

Final frame from pipe2 extracted 1

Files saved as pipe1 and pipe3 respectively with appropriate file formats 1

Available marks 3
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Task Answer Marks

4 0 seconds 
Title background set to pipe1

1

Title text Save the planet! 1

Top right of screen and clearly visible 1

Large easily read font with good contrast 1

Effect added for title animation … 1

… with appropriate transition time (allowing time to read text) 1

7 seconds 1

Title and background retained with no adjustment/movement 1

… from mankind as a new line 1

Set as an appropriate subtitle 1

10 seconds 1

pipe1 clip placed as specified with no text displayed 1

Smooth transition into video file pipe2 1

Audio clip s2voice.mp3 starts 1

11 seconds 1

Smooth transition into image pipe3 1

15 seconds 
Smooth transition into video file pipe4

1

23 seconds 
2 second animation effect into image waste

1

28 seconds 
Black background for credits

1

Credits scroll up the left of the screen 1

Edited by: Candidate details in appropriate format 1

Filmed by: GBRvideo 1

Location Alinao, Philippines 1

Audio by: KMBaudio 1

Produced for: Planet Saviours 1

Appropriate blank line(s) as spacing between credits 1

Appropriate duration for credits 1

All text in a consistent easily read font with good contrast and appropriate size 1

Movie exported/saved as myvideo_ZZ999_9999.mp4 format 1

All video clips and images fit the full screen 1

Available marks 30
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Task Answer Marks

See Tasks 5 and 6 below for example.

5 Formulae 
B24 
=COUNTIF( … )

1

$D18:$AW18, 1

Must include letters as absolute referencing 1

B23 1

B25 
=COUNTIFS( … ) 

1

$D18:$AW18,B23, 1

$D19:$AW19, 1

"<" 1

& $B$1 with absolute referencing 1

B26 
=SUM(B25:I25)/SUM(B24:I24)

1

D17 
=SUM(D4:D16)

1

D18 
=VLOOKUP()

1

D1, as absolute reference 1

Reference to (unedited) bus.csv file 1

Correct absolute range $A$2:$C$108 1

,Correct return column  ,3 1

, False or ,0 1

D19 
VLOOKUP(D1, … )

1

Correct absolute range bus.csv!$A$2:$D$108 1

Correct return column & false  ,4,0 1

/D18 1

D20 
=D18*

1

=D19* 1

Brackets around calculation for number of minutes 1

HOUR(D17) 1

*60 1

+MINUTE(D17) 1

+IF() 1

SECOND(D17) 1

>=30 or >29 1
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Task Answer Marks

5 Returns 1 if >29 1

Returns zero if <30 1

All formulae replicated: from: D17/19 to AW17/19 & B24 to I25 1

Conditional formatting 
Cell range D19 to AW19 only conditional formatting

1

Cell value <=$B$1 … 1

… absolute referencing applied this cell 1

… dark green background 1

… white text 1

Cell value >$B$1 1

… yellow background 1

… red text 1

Formatting 
All CO2 emissions set to 4 decimal places

1

All time values set to hh:mm:ss format 1

Row 20 set in integer format 1

Row 26 in % format 1

Available marks 45

Task Answer Marks

See Tasks 5 and 6 below for example.

6 Column A and rows 1–3 frozen 1

Available marks 1

Task Answer Marks

7 Columns A and C protected 1

Rows 17 to 20 (inclusive) protected 1

Rest of worksheet unlocked 1

Sheet is password protected with C4mbr1@g3 (and workbook unprotected) 1

Available marks 4

Task Answer Marks

8 Data changed in cell B1 from 0.1 to 0.07
Resulting drop from 61% to 17%

1

Available marks 1
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Task 1
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